
Wilbur D. May 
Arboretum Junior 
Naturalist Leaflet  

at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum and Botanical Garden 



Become a Wilbur D. May Arboretum Junior Naturalist 

How to Become a Wilbur D. May Arboretum Junior Naturalist 
 
Step 1: Circle your age group to see how many activities you need to complete. 
 
Ages 4-8, complete 5 activities  Ages 12-13, complete 10 activities 
 
Ages 9-11, complete 8 activities Ages 14 and up, complete all activities 

Step 2: Check off the activities you complete. 

Step 3: When you have finished your activities, bring your “leaflet” to the Arboretum office.  
Call 775-785-4153 for information. 

At the Arboretum, we want to get young naturalists involved in their community while encouraging a 

sense of wonder and stewardship for the natural world. Come and “branch out” at the Arboretum with 

our fun environmental education activities, and learn why the Arboretum is a great resource for our 

community! 

Arboretum Bingo 

Botanical Sign Rubbings 

Naturalist’s Notebook 

Conifer Cinquain 

David’s Dichotomous  Key 

Lear’s Lookout 

Evans Creek Watershed Long Labyrinth 

Kleiner’s Krossword 

The Greatest Garden 

Scouts Only 

Sensory Sensation 

Note: Scouts must complete the Scout Only section to earn a patch. 

Tracks on the Trail 

1 



Botanical Sign Rubbings 
Your Goal: Use this page to make pencil rubbings of three different botanical signs. A 

sample sign is provided below. See how many new scientific and common plant names 

you can learn! 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 
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Naturalist’s Notebook 
Naturalists will carry a notebook around with them to draw pictures and write notes of 

plants and animals they see outside.  

Your Goal: In the notebook below, draw one plant and one animal you saw in the 

Arboretum. Add notes to help you describe the plant and animal you saw. 

The Animal I saw… The Plant I saw… 
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Your Goal: As you explore the Arboretum, circle all the items you find. Try to find four in a 

row (up and down, across, or diagonally) to get BINGO. Good luck explorer! 

Arboretum Bingo 

Gazebo 

Bird Arboretum Sign Honey’s Waterfall 

Bench 

Squirrel 

Pine Tree Sagebrush 

Garden Sign Art 

Bug 

Flower 

Further Your Adventure: Can you find all the items on this list? 
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Sensory Sensation 
Your Goal: Explore the Native Area and Rock Garden by using your senses. You will use 

your senses to see, hear, feel, and smell the Arboretum. You shouldn’t taste anything 

except for the water in your water bottle. 

How do the trees and flowers look? 
What do you hear as you walk 

through the gardens?  

How does the air smell? 
Gently touch the leaves of one 

plant. How do they feel? 

Further Your Adventure: Close your eyes for one minute, how many different sounds did 

            you hear that are not made by people? 
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As you explore the Arboretum, you will see many beautiful gardens. Choose your favorite 

spot in Arboretum. Smell the air. Listen to the birds. Sit and enjoy what’s around you.  

Your Goal: Draw or write about your favorite spot below. What is the name of the garden 

you are in? 

The Greatest Garden 
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My favorite garden is:___________________________________________________ 



The Long Labyrinth 

Start Finish 

The Arboretum’s own Labyrinth Garden is a pollinator garden, attracting bees and 

butterflies. It is important to have gardens for pollinators because without enough flowers 

it’s like a long maze for pollinators to find food. 

Your Goal: Complete the maze from start to finish. 

Further Your Adventure: Go to the real Labyrinth Garden and see what pollinators you 

            can find. Take pictures or draw the pollinators you find. 
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Tracks on the Trail 
Who’s been in the gardens? 

Your Goal: Match the animal tracks to the animal who made them. Draw or write another 

way you would identify the animals below.  

Coyote 

Goose 

Frog 

Deer 

Further Your Adventure: Can you explain the difference between a cat and dog footprint? 

How else could you ID these animals? 
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Kleiner’s Krossword 
Your Goal: Complete the Krossword to learn more about the Arboretum. 

Down 
1.The many gardens in 
the Arboretum provide 
a _____for plants and 
animals. 
 
2. The name of the 

Washoe County Park 
that surrounds the 
Arboretum. 
 
5. A place where trees 
and plants are grown in 
order to be studied and 
seen by the public. 
 

7. Always carry a bottle 
of this on walks and 
hikes. 
 
10. The city in which the 
Arboretum is located. 

Across 
3. Nevada’s state flower 
 
4. One of the 

Arboretum’s goals is the 
__________________ of 
endangered plant 
species. 
 
6. The man the 
Arboretum is named 
after. 

 
8. The full name of the 
Arboretum is the Wilbur 
D. May Arboretum and 
Botanical _________. 
 
9. A person who studies 
nature. 
 

11. One of Nevada’s 
state pine trees. 
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Explore and spend some time in Conifer Grove and Columbus Garden. Write a poem 

about the Gardens using the cinquain format. A Cinquain poem does not rhyme and has 

five lines. 

Your Goal: Write a cinquain about your time exploring the Arboretum. 

Conifers Cinquain 

Line 1: One word and the subject of your poem  
Line 2: Two words to describe your subject 
Line 3: Three words that are actions your subject does 
Line 4: A phrase (4-5 words) to describe your subject 
Line 5: One word that renames the poem 

Example Cinquain 

 
Tree 

Evergreen, Tall 

Protecting, Growing, Shading 
Breath of fresh air 

Home 
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Evans Creek Watershed Web 
Your Goal: In each column, number the members according to their role in the food chain: 

1 being the energy producer and 6 being the decomposer in the food chain. 2 thru 5 will 

be the bottom to top consumers. 

Cricket 

Reeds 

Raccoon 

Frog 

Sun 

Bacteria 

Sun 

Sun 

Fish 

Water plant 

Water bug 

Goose 

Worm 

Cattail 

Snail 

Hawk 

Duck 

Mushroom 
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David’s Dichotomous Key 

Does your tree have straight 
needles? 
Yes: Go to step 2 
No: Go to step 3 

2. Does your tree have blue-purple berries? 
Yes: Your tree is a Western Juniper! 
No: Your tree is an Incense Cedar! 

Are the needles on your tree 
in individual clusters (one 
needle to a cluster)? 

Botanist can identify plants by studying their leaves and cones. A dichotomous 

key helps a botanist identify plants by providing a pair of distinguishing traits to 

pick from at each step, and through the process of elimination leads the botanist 

to the plant’s name.  

Your Goal: Identify an evergreen tree in David’s Grove. 
1.Does your tree have long straight needles (bigger than your middle 
finger) or short straight needles (smaller than your middle finger)?  
 If short needles go to step 3. 
 If long needles you tree is a Jeffery or Ponderosa Pine. 
 These trees look almost identical; the easiest way to tell 
 them apart is with their cone. If you pick up a cone under 

 one of these trees and it pricks you it’s Prickly Ponderosa, and
 if it doesn’t it’s a Gentle Jeffery. 

 
1. Does your tree have scale like leaves? If yes, go to step 2. Incense Cedar 

Western Juniper 

Ponderosa/ Jeffery Pine 

White Fir 

Douglas Fir 

Pinyon Pine 

3. Does your tree have cones that look like this  
(look on or underneath the tree?) 
Yes: Your tree is a Douglas Fir 
No: Go to step 4. 

4. Are your needles white/gray on the bottom and do you see 
purple cones that point up on the tree? (depending on the time of 
year cones may not be present). 
Yes: Your tree is a White Fir. 
No: Your tree is a Pinyon Pine. 

Scale like 

leaves. 
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Lear’s Lookout 
We live in the Truckee River Watershed that flows about 110 miles from Lake Tahoe to 

Pyramid Lake. Our watershed varies in elevation providing habitats for many different 

plants and animals. Two habitats we have are the Riparian Zone and the Upland Zone. 

Your Goal: Walk to Lear Garden and Evans Creek Bridge to observe two types of habitat 

and explain their differences. 

After making observations at these two locations, what is the main difference between the Riparian 

and Upland locations? Describe using colors, size, texture, smell, temperature, and appearance.   

Upland Zone 
Make observations of the plant and animal 
life at Lear Garden, the highest point in the 
Arboretum. What plants and animals did you 
see? 

Riparian Zone 
Make observations of the plant and animal life 
at Evans Creek Bridge, a low point in the park. 
What plants and animals did you see? 
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